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INFLATION FIGHTER 
SPECIALS 

ALL YOU CAN EAT Spaghetti Dinner... 
Spaghetti with meat sauce, garlic roll 
and crisp salad, only S2.25 per person! 

Sundays 4-8 pm. 


Fun for everybody; Bring the family! 




Highway 395 at Topaz Lake 


Begins Jan. 1! 


Topaz Lodge will once again 
pay $1 per ounce for the biggest 
Rainbow or German Brown Trout caught in Topaz 
Lake each week, culminating in an end-of-the-contest 
drawing for prizes of $1000, $500 and $250. So, unlike last 
year's contest, even if your entry isn't a monster like our 
91b. 9 oz. champion was, you can still be in the running for the super 

cash prizes . Whether ycu fish or not f you'll alway enjcy Topaz Lodge 
hospitality...excellent dining, accomodations and Nevada-style fun! 


Arrive in time 
for our famous 
Friday seafood buffet! 

For more information 
call your Topaz Lodge 
host, Craig Soper, 
at (702) 266-3339 

















ON THE COVER 


in this issue: 


Shoeless and shackled, Steve 
Wilson was brought to Inyo 
by detectives Monte Yancey 
and Jack Davis. Wilson, a 
fugitive for over two years, 
has been charged with the 
1979 murder of Olancha 
rancher Bill Thornburgh. 



A News Alternative 
Eastern Sierra News Service 




NEWS BRIEFS 

A firing and more sewage spills 
at the Mammoth County Water District; 
a bear "invasion";trouble in Tecopa. 

OF GUNS & BUTTER 

Inyo-Mono "survivalists" believe in 
stocking up to be ready for imminent 
disaster, be it natural or man-caused. 


The Inyo and Mono News-Letter, 
formerly The Inyo County News-Letter, 
is a publication of 
Eastern Sierra News Service* Inc. , 
published at offices located 
at 536 North Edwards Street in 
Independence, California. 

Telephones: (714) 878-2381 and 878-2582 



THE SEARCH ENDS 

A two-and-a-half year hunt for murder 
suspect Steve Wilson ends with an 
Alaska fishing violation. 


Inyo County staff: 
John Heston, editor 
Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 
Andrew Kirk 
Leah Kirk 



URBAN SPRAWL 

What Los Angeles' constant and thirsty 
growth means for Inyo and Mono. 


Contributing photo 
and editorial staff: 
W. Paul Payne, Southern Inyo area 

Susan Sorrells, Death Valley area 


All correspondence, including 
readers' letters to the 
Forum Page, should be 
mailed to PO Box 531 or 275 
Independence, Cal. 93526 
Eastern Sierra News Service is 
owned and operated by John Heston 
and Benett Kessler . 
ESNS represents the following 
d news organizations: 
ABC Charfbel 7 Eyewitness News 
'The Associated Press 
Radio KNYO AM 600 
Radio KMMT FM 106 
and other media outlets. 




I EASTERN 


COMPLETE ART, 
PHOTO, DESIGN 
* COPYSERVIC 


I 


SIERRA 

PRINTING 



Andrew and Leah Kirk 


VIEW FROM 
IQ THE RIGHT 

Paul Payne on women in the work force. 



NOTES FROM B.K. 

More DWP downplaying of aamage from 
local water extraction (so wnat else 
is new?); 1982 elections take shape. 
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THE MUCK HITS THE FAN AT SEWAGE SPILL-PLAGUED MAMMOTH COUNTY WATER 
DISTRICT / TROUBLE AT A TECOPA PARK / SMARTER THAN THE AVERAGE BEAR, 
A NUMBER OF THE CREATURES HAVE DINED WELL ON MAMMOTH GARBAGE 


RAKING MORE MUCK 

AT MAMMOTH COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 

Near Lakes Mary and Mamie and Twin Lakes 
at Mammoth sewer lines lie underground. Pump 
stations move raw sewage through those lines 
from Forest Service campgrounds and other 
areas down to the sewage treatment plant in 
Mammoth. But last summer trouble bubbled to 
the surface as raw sewage spilled into Lakes 
Mary and Mamie. Last month more sewage spewed 
out onto the ground - some say directly into 
Twin Lakes. 

A former Mammoth County Water District 
inspector accuses district management of at¬ 
tempting to cover up hazardous situations. 

"This is not an alarmist view. It could be a 
disaster." That's the serious conviction of 
former inspector Wally Charleston, talking 
about recent and past activities of the dis¬ 
trict. Strong words? Months ago, working as 
a news reporter, Charleston had begun looking 
into the sewage spills of last summer. Then 
later, trading his typewriter for a hard hat, 
so to speak, he went to work for the water 
district as an inspector. A few months after 
that the water district manager, D.J. Collins, 
called Charleston into his office and asked him 
to resign. Charleston refused, so Collins 
fired him. And then around that same time, the 
office of the Lahontan Water Quality Control 
received phone calls reporting more sewage 
spills in the water district operations. In¬ 
deed, as Lahontan workers claimed, some spills 
did occur. They warned the water district’s 
management not to fail again in reporting 
such incidents. Charleston says the management 
accused him of calling Lahontan, but he denies 
it. He believes the district management fired 
him because they think he made the calls. 

Union Local 39 will arbitrate Charleston's 
termination in an effort to get his job back. 

Usually reliable news sources now say 
that the district has a history of failure to 
comply with notification requirements regarding 
spills - a tradition that apparently repeated 
itself in November. Those same sources say 
that Lahontan's own documents will reveal that 
the MCWD has a history of non-compliance in 
reporting sewage spills and other incidents. 

The records show that in 1979, 1980, and 1981 
MCWD failed to report spill incidents and other 
problems. Last August Lahontan slapped a 
cease and desist order on the district. That 
order specifically states that MCWD must call 
in any and all spills or other adverse water 
and sewage conditions to Lahontan and follow 
up by written reports. For some reason, the 
water district management apparently chose 
not to do that on as many as seven different 
occaisions in the past couple of months. Man¬ 
ager Collins says the incidents amounted to no 
more than routine maintenance problems. But 
Chief Plant Operator Gary Sisson, along with 
other workers, calls them "sewage spills." 
Collins also insists that nothing has im¬ 
paired the water quality of the district. 


Others privately disagree. Mammoth residents 
wonder who to believe, and meanwhile the sales 
of bottled water have climbed. 

Charleston thinks the whole affair 
should go to the Attorney General's office. 

News sources now Indicate that the Mono. 

County Grand Jury may have officially re¬ 
quested the Attorney General to look into the 
water district matters. District Attorney Ed 
Denton and Grand Jury Foreman Frank Hofstatter 
declined to comment. Lahontan officials, too, 
could go to the AG if they ever determine that 
the water district has "seriously violated the 
cease and desist order or experienced very ser¬ 
ious spills." Charleston thinks district man¬ 
agement has already done this. "There's no 
question about it," he says. "Provision B3 
of the cease and desist order requires the 
district to report any adverse condition no 
matter how minor. They have not done this. 

They misrepresent the facts, and what's worse 
deny things that have happened." 

"The district has the expertise, staff, 
and money to report problems and clean them 
up. But to cover this up," he exclaims, "and 
to intimidate employees into silence... anything 
about it is a crime." 

When originally contacted about rumors 
that spills occurred in November, Manager Col¬ 
lins said, "That's not true. An overflow near¬ 
ly occurred due to a power failure on November 
14. Workers contained that potential spill." 

But later Collins denied that he made that 
statement and claimed that he actually said 
no spills occurred that would affect the 
watershed. Reporters began to form serious 
concerns about the credibility of water dis¬ 
trict spokesmen. 

But Collins claims he wants to get 
the water district in good shape. "I've only 
been here three months," he said, "I'm not a 
miracle worker and don't claim to be." Mammoth 
residents say they do not want miracles, but 
they do want to take a drink of water from the 
tap without fear of getting sick. 

PAWS: CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE WILD KIND 

The Mammoth area is accustomed to being 
overrun by skiers and other tourists, but this 
fall there has been an invasion of a slightly 
different nature. Bears, searching for food 
in local garbage bins, have been sighted all 
over the village in past weeks. 

While most of the encounters between 
bears and humans resulted in no more than both 
parties being quite startled, the meetings have 
not been without violence. In one instance, a 
Tamrack Lodge resident allegedly shot a 125- 
150 lb. bear he found ransacking his garbage 
bins. And then a pet goat became the only 
known victim of the bear "invasion." 

With all the bear sightings, some res¬ 
idents were a bit on edge, but a check with 

continued on page 5 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


Lovely Independence home: shade and fruit 
trees, 3 bdrm %f one and a half baths . On 
large lot with brick patio and automatic 
sprinkler system , $79,500 

Lovely new home, Alabama Hills, over 
2000 squ . feet, family room, 2 fire¬ 
places, private courtyard, spa, 
triple garage , Call for viewing appt . 

Three bedroom home on one and a third 
acres , Close to town and zoned for 
horses . 

We have many Tecopa/Pahrump Valley 
listings , Call Bob Fisher, 852-4294 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, owner - broker 


Bob Fisher, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 

= FFi m l 21 , We’re Here For You. 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 
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were expanding! 

Remodeling sale 
now in progress 


Rendon garniture 
Upholstery Company 

175 E. Pine 
Bishop 



Enrico's private banquet room 
is the perfect place for your 
hoAiday party,, seating 40 
guests in spacious comfort . 
Select delicious items from 
the menu or Enrico's will 
prepare dinner to your order , 
Call us for arrangements - 



873-6809 
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GIFT IDEAS 


SUPPLIES 


Forgotten anyone? May we suggest: CLOTHIMq 

„ ECTOC (OTLUHCES (10* Discount) <*001 TOOLS m 
EU SHEETS, PILLOWCASES 

^ ITEMS PAINTS 

V\A^ GLASSWARE ^ 

^ FABRICS - ^ ^ 


BABY CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES 


cs&& ^ D 

^ touel sets BAKERY 




WTO®* 


FILM 


* *^m* e 










products 


SUPPiiEs 


TOOLS FOR THE DO-IT-YOURSELFER 

UOSMETlc 


D 


MARKET 


SLIPPERS, NIGHTGOWNS, COZY ROBES 


7rfw s Hwy. 395 Independence 



■ ** 
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INSTALL ECONOMICAL, 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
HEATING FROM 

HEET METAL 


Complete 
service, repair 



Now available: New Flex Duct 

machine 

PRODUCING ALUMINUM PIPE FROM 3" TO 16" 


POOR- 



872-7111 

GORDON SPOOR 
186 WILLOW ST. 

BISHOP 

STATE Lie. NO. 252050 
































News Briefs continued ^ 

local sporting goods stores shows they did nxfc 
become trigger-happy. The stores report no 
appreciable increase in the sale of bear tags. 
Laughed one store manager: "Those who are 
doing it (shooting bears) seem to be doing it 
illegally." 

Local Fish and Game wardens say the 
bears are showing up locally due to some pol¬ 
icy changes in Yosemite National Park, where 
they say most of the bears are coming from. 

There, a former practice found bears being 
encouraged to raid the park" garbage dumps 
and, in fact, the feedings turned out to be 
quite a tourist attraction. 

All that changed in the early 70's 
however. Yosemite Wildlife Biologist Brad 
Celia said it's now NPS policy to discourage 
such scavenging. "It’s a mandate of the 
National Park Service to preserve the natural 
food chain of wildlife so it (the policy 
change) was an attempt to break the bad habits," 
he commented. Further steps were taken in 
1975 with the installation of bear-proof gar¬ 
bage containers and a law prohibiting the feed¬ 
ing of bears or the leaving of food in camp¬ 
grounds. Celia says he finds it hard to be¬ 
lieve that policy changes in the 70’s are 
causing the current increase of bears locally. 

But Inyo-Mono Fish and Game men insist the 
policies in Yosemite have caused the bears to 
head for populated areas where garbage is 
readily available. "Their problem has become 
our problem," said Warden Wes Johnson. 

Most of the bear sightings in Mammoth 
have quieted down now, with bears who have 
eaten their fill lumbering off for a long 
winter’s nap. However, not all of the scaven¬ 
gers have yet called it a night: A small bear 
was reported at the Ski Trails Mobilehome Park 
as recently as last week. 

And Mono County doesn't seem to have 
cornered the market on bears. Fish and Game 
officials say there have been sightings in Inyo 
County as well. Warden John Ortmann says he 
spotted a bear just north of Hwy. 168 out of 
Big Pine in the past two weeks "coming out of 
the Inyo Mountains." Bears in the mountainous 
terrain of Mono County are one thing, but the 
Owens Valley? "It's pretty unusual for them 
to come down into the valley," admits Ortmann. 

"I can't remember that happening since I've 
been here and that's been about 10 years. 

During some of the drought years in the late 
70's we did have some bears in the Bishop Creek 
area but never down into the valley itself." 

Ortmann has also been chasing down leads 
of a reported bear shooting in the Bishop area, 
but says so far he's been unable to confirm 
anything. "We had two reports that a bear had 
been shot, one near Collins Road and one near 
the sewer ponds near Hiatt Sand and Gravel 
(just off Line Street). I investigated it but 
couldn't determine whether a bear had been shot 
or not. No tags were ever turned in and we 
never found any remains. Most of it, I think, 
was a bunch of rumor... mostly barroom talk." 

ETCHING AND WAITING: 

TECOPA SENIORS PROTEST PARK TAKEOVER 

The Reagan Administration faces con¬ 
stant accusations of making the poor and elder¬ 
ly the targets of government cutbacks. Will 
the same happen in Inyo County as courthouse 
spending diminishes? That's what residents of 
the obscure Tecopa-Shoshone community fear. 
Elderly residents of the Tecopa Hot Springs 

continued on page 20 



□ □ □ Roy s Jewelry, Gifts & Gourmet Shop 


124 No. Main St. 

(714) 072-2211 
BISHOP, CA 93514 


WALK PROUDZ 

.. .on a new floor 
from Modern Floors! 



CARPET • LINOLEUM • TILE 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ 



COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL FLOOR REMODELING 
Tonopah. Mono County, Southern Inyo 


modern Floors 


Uoovnr Vrjruums 
S< i ] OS , S' IV j Of' 


1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 
873-5406 




































OF GUNS ifND BUTTER 

IN WHAT SOME SEE AS GRIM TIMES AHEAD, MANY HAVE DECIDED SURVIVAL 
BELONGS NOT ONLY TO THE FITTEST, BUT TO THE BEST PREPARED. 

"Do you honestly believe that in a period of monetary 
collapse that you will be able to safely drive down to your 
supermarket in your gas-guzzling car, make a selection from a 
dazzling variety of goods on the shelf, pay them with your 
personal check, walk safely out the door to your car, drive 
home and put them in your dependable electric-oper ated re¬ 
frigerator? " 

--Howard Ruff 

from How to Prosper During 
the Coming Bad Years 


Howard Ruff is an economist 
who has published his thoughts on 
the "coming bad years" in a pop¬ 
ular book. He's well read around 
here. 

Ruff's idea of economic, 
social, political and psycholog¬ 
ical reality of the 80's, expres- 
ed in an always jarring and often 
convincing rhetoric, has gained 
widespread acceptance as sheer 
truth over the nation, making its 
way even into - or especially 
into - the Eastern Sierra. 

Is Ruff a clear-visioned 
prophet as many believe, or mere¬ 
ly another doomsday paranoid? No 
matter; the fact is that an in¬ 
creasing number of concerned and 
intelligent people - not just the 
fringe lunatics - take seriously 
his views and the similar outlooks 
voiced, published and preached 
from many other sources. And out 
of these ideas have sprung a new 
genre of American minutemen de¬ 
fenders, "The Survivalists." 

Residing in Inyo and Mono 
Counties are literally scores of 
people who have prepared them¬ 
selves for The Worst, whatever 
that may prove to be. Armed to 
the teeth and provisioned with 
tons of costly foodstuffs squirel- 
led away in caves, basements and 
mines - "shelters" - they wait 
with fearsome dread, but also 
with confident self assurance, 
that they at least will "survive." 
Their's is a disaster as yet 
undefined, but which is certain 
to befall the lot of us - possib¬ 
ly an economic or military dooms¬ 
day that can explode Right Here 
in the next ten minutes, ten 
months or ten years, but certain¬ 
ly no later than the turn of the 
century. 

These, the "ready" ones, 
find reinforcement for their 
deeply held certitudes in every¬ 
thing from the Bible to Basic 


Economics, from Nostradamus (who, 
they point out, predicted nothing 
beyond 2000 AD) to new thought 
groups, from astrology to astro¬ 
physics. But whatever their in¬ 
dividual sources of faith, they 
share a common hope: survival in 
a world which by their definition 
may to others seem to be not much 
worth surviving anyhow. 

More and more East Sierra 
dwellers tend to think that econ¬ 
omist Ruff, and others like him, 
may be all too accurate in their 
predictions: hard times are 

ahead and the wise person will be 
ready. They have firmly and fin¬ 
ally decided that survival be 
longs not only to the fittest, 
but to the best prepared. Their 
suppliers do not discourage them: 
"survival" is good business, be 
it guns or butter. 

These thinkers range any¬ 
where from the conservative con¬ 
sumer who likes to stock up on 
certain goods to those who build 
air raid shelters and arm them¬ 
selves in preparation for a 
perceived invasion. The trouble 
for which they are preparing can 
be chaos following a natural 
disaster, much-dreaded nuclear 
attack or just plain economic 
collapse. 

In the past few years 
stores and mail order houses 
selling "survival" goods have 
cropped up across the country. 

In Utah, an underground "survi¬ 
val condominium" project was 
constructed, each unit featuring 
its own air raid shelter. 

The wide, open spaces and 
the hidden canyon enclaves of the 
Sierra make Inyo and Mono a prime 
haven for those of the survivalist 
persuasion. Outwardly, however, 
they do not appear to be coming 
here in droves. But then few 
survivalists who take seriously 
such matters would want a high 


profile. They are for the most 
part a close-mouthed group about 
their paractices and their pro¬ 
visions, and the last thing they 
want is "publicity." 

But at least one man who 
believes in being prepared and 
doesn't mind talking about it is 
Pete Larson of Lone Pine. He's 
the president of the Lone Pine 
branch of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints - 
The Mormons - and for more than 
a century the church itself has 
condoned and indeed encouraged 
a food storage program for its 
people. 

"The church believes in 
putting away in good times in 
case of bad times," says Larson. 
"Bad times don't necessarily 
mean global disaster. It could 
mean the provider of the family 
losing his job or being injured 
and unable to work. This way the 
family can continue to eat." 

Larson is quick to point 
out that the church itself does 
not store food, nor does it get 
involved in the selling of food 
for storage. However, church 
leaders are more than willing to 
talk to anyone about how they can 
go about starting their own food 
storage program. 

Larson, like many Mormons, 
thinks such a program is wise. He 
stores a year's supply of food 
for himself, his wife and their 
four children. That much food 
is mind-boggling to many, con¬ 
juring up pictures of huge 
warehouses to store it. 

"People think, 'Where in 
the world am I going to put a 
year's supply of food?'" Larson 
says. "They're thinking in terms 
of Fruit Loops and all the things 
they normally eat. A year's sup¬ 
ply of what it takes to live on 
is very compact. You can store 
a year's supply for one person 
under a card table." 
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But of course Larson re¬ 
fers to some of that food being 
the dehydrated or freeze-dried 
variety. The other items are the 
staples needed to sustain good 
nutrition:. Says Larson: "With 
wheat, salt, milk and honey or 
sugar - those four items used 
properly - you could live. You'd 
get real tired of it but you could 
survive. It's the economy method 
for the person who wants to live. 
Freeze-dried foods are for the 
person who wants to enjoy living. 
You can get anything from a can 
full of steaks to candy." 

In most homes there are a 
number of places where all these 
goods may be unobtrusively stock¬ 
piled: closets, garages, under 
tables with floor-length table 
clothes, even under beds. Larson 
said at one time he and his wife 
threw away their bed frame, put a 
year's supply of food in its place 
and laid the mattress and box 
springs on top. He has now moved 
his survival supplies out of his 
home to an area he feels is cool¬ 
er,drier and better suited for 
storage. 

Professionally, Larson is 
an insurance man. For a man like 
him, stored food is itself a kind 
of insurance policy against that 
rainy, stormy or atom-bomby day 
when the supermarket just might 
be closed. 


Besides the security of 
having a food insurance policy, 
many so-called survivalists simply 
think it makes good economic 
sense to buy food in quantity - 
a hedge against inflation. Adds 
Larson: "If a person likes Camp¬ 

bell's Soup, why not buy a case? 

You can buy it this year and eat 
it next year and look at an easy 
return of 20-25% on your money, 
based on savings between this 
year's cost and next year's. And 
you don't have to pay income tax 
on that savings. On any standard 
investment, Uncle Sam is going to 
tax you, but not on money you 
save by buying items at a lower 
cost. It's a better investment 
than the average American can 
make and it's foolproof. The 
very worst that can happen is that 
you'd have to eat your investment." 

A good investment, perhaps. 
But like any other venture, it 
takes money to make money. Food 
storage is certainly not without 
its expenses (as suppliers glee¬ 
fully know). Costs vary depend¬ 
ing on the types of foods purchas¬ 
ed and whether they are bought in 
bulk or small quantities. But 
Larson, and many others like him, 
feel the important thing is get- 
ing started on a food storage 
program, even if it means spend¬ 
ing only a few dollars a week to 
buy some extra items. But it is 


not unusual for survivalists to 
spend $500 to $1500 per person 
for a year's supply, and usually 
much more. And during inflation¬ 
ary times like this, just the 
regular trips to the supermarket 
are enough to jar many families 
into financial shock, not at all 
counting the additional funds for 
storage foods. But increasing 
numbers think the added expense 
is worthwhile, if not in fact 
necessary. In a real sutation 
of economic chaos, or in a dis¬ 
aster situation, they think, 
probably correctly, that food 
will be the ultimate currency. 

Survivalists also advise 
putting away gold or silver for 
that dread time when paper cur¬ 
rency will be worthless, but most 
agree that food will be a 
priority for barter. "Food is 
better than gold, diamonds or 
silver," says Larson. "If someone 
came to me with gold wanting to 
buy my wheat but my Kids were 
hungry, there'd be no choice. 

You can't eat gold," says Larson. 

Yet another group, per¬ 
haps more coldly realistic, ad¬ 
mits to stockpiling guns as a 
means of self protection because 
some believe guns will be the 
real bartering chips. It is 
their strongly held conviction, 
and few would disagree, that he 
who holds the guns gets both the 



An Owens Valley cache of survival food 

For that rainy, stormy or atom-bomby day when the market ma^ be closed 
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gold and the grub with no nonsense won't those with ample survival 
about bartering. supplies become "easy marks" for 


And so food is not the 
only thing survivalists like to 
put away for bad times. They 
believe in storing absolutely 
anything that may be considered 
essential to day-to-day living, 
anything difficult or impossible 
to buy in the event of disaster. 
That means water, medicine, gen¬ 
erators for emergency power and 
other sundry items people may 
otherwise take for granted, or 
overlook. 

Water is one essential v 
item difficult to store because 
of its bulk. Some solutions? 
Larson's idea may not be for 
everyone, but he keeps 16,000 
gallons of water in his home. 

"I have an indoor swimming pool 
which can be distilled quite 
easily for drinking water," he 
says. "When DWP shut the water 
off during the meter strike we 
were in real good shape." 

Others opt for smaller 
quantity storage with a dual use- 
water beds. Survivalists point 
out that an average water bed 
holds several hundred gallons of 
distillable water and also pro¬ 
vides comfortable sleeping. 

When the topic of survi- 
valist food storage comes up, 
two questions usually arise. 
First, is it morally correct to 
"hoard" food when others might 
be starving? And secondly, if 
their grim predictions hold true. 


hungry mobs? 

Survivalists have ready 
answers for both querries. Says 
economist Ruff: "It is moral to 
take my advice (on food storage) 
in times of surplus. If you wait 
until there are shortages and 
then scramble to grab more than 
your share of the limited avail¬ 
able supply, that's 'hoarding' 
and that's immoral and the gov¬ 
ernment may even make it illegal 
by rationing. When people store 
food in times of plenty that means 
they will not be competing for 
scarece foods and there is more 
for everyone else." 

Says Larson: "I'd like to 
think that the people in a small 
town like Lone Pine would pull 
together for the common good." So 
not all survivalists can be call¬ 
ed pessimists. 

Those who believe in food 
storage would like to see it be¬ 
come a practice of the masses 
since they feel that will mean 
fewer hungry people coming to 
them for food in the event of an 
emergency. 

But Larson is not unaware 
of the guns factor: "Some people 
are putting away guns and ammuni¬ 
tion. That worries me if they're 
doing that and not putting away 
food. They're going to have to 
find food and they could be 
coming to my door...If someone 


-WE DELIVER!-. 

THERE‘S GOOD NEWS FOR RESIDENTS OF 
SOUTHERN INYO COUNTY... THOSE BOTHERSOME 
TRIPS TO BISHOP FOR DRY CLEANING SERVICE 
CAN BE A THING OF THE PAST WHEN YOU LET 
BISHOP DRY CLEANERS DO THE JOB, PICK-UP 
AND DELIVERY ROUTES ARE NOW SERVING BIG 
PINE/ INDEPENDENCE AND LONE PINE EVERY 
TUESDAY AND FRIDAY WITH ONLY A MINIMAL 
FEE. SAVE TIME AND GAS, GIVE US A CALL, 


knocks down my front door and 
comes into my house brandishing 
a weapon demanding food, I 
wouldn't put up with that. I'd 
stop him. But if my neighbors 
came and said, 'We're hungry,' 
of course we're going to feed 
them." 

Should Larson be publi¬ 
cizing his supply? Other, less 
straightforward survivalists 
will be appalled. Ruff echoes 
Larson's feelings and touches 
on why it is so difficult tov 
find survivalists who are willing 
to talk openly about the pre¬ 
cautions they are taking. "Just 
as a rudimentary caution, I also 
would not have a neon sign in 
front of my home that said, FOOD 
HERE 1 I also would like my 
neighbors to have a food storage 
plan. And I have stored some 
extra food to help others. But 
back to the hard question. Would 
I shoot someone if he threatened 
my life or well-being in a period 
of lawlessness? Of course I 
would and probably so would you... 
We should never lose our feeling 
for the sanctity of human life. 

The one thing that must survive 
all these difficulties is the 
collective values that make na¬ 
tions governable and societies 
peaceful. The decision to in¬ 
jure another or to take a human 
life should be made with great 
reluctance and only after taking 
every possible precaution to 
avoid being placed in a position 
where that decision would have 
to be made." 

Clearly, the art of sur¬ 
vival encompasses more than wor¬ 
rying about how much freeze-dried 
food one can squirrel away. Many 
survivalists express more concern 
about how many weapons they have 
in store. 

And it is that preoccupation with 
armament that cuases many to look 
askance at survivalists. Stock¬ 
ing up on powdered milk may be 
considered eccentric but few feel 
threatened by such action. 

It is that faction of 
survivalists, those who feel a 
need to arm themselves to the 
teeth, that causes general con¬ 
cern. 



Paladin Press of Boulder, 
Colorado, deals in all variety 
of survival literature. A quick 
look through a Paladin catalog 
can be alarming for the more do 
docile citizen. 

Some examples: 

HOW TO KILL 
by John M innery 

The definitive study of assassination 
techniques. In spite of the rather alarming title, 
How To Kill is written objectively, with an eye 
to historical relevance. The book makes no 
moral judgments, but merely describes what 
has been known for years by the professionals 
who are part of the shadowy world of interna¬ 
tional intrigue and espionage. As the author 
states in his preface, "My only premise is that 
there are times when one must attack with 
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complete ruthicssaess and fight with lethal 
fury. This fury and ruthlessness must be har¬ 
nessed and directed to do the gravest possible 
damage—to kill."The 10"lessons" presented in 
How To Kill are as authoritative as they are 
gruesome and terrifying. 5 Vi x 814, softcover, 
diagrams, photos, 80 pp. 

ISBN 0-87364-003-9 $6.00 

MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

Mantrapping is the first book ever pub¬ 
lished to explain* how to capture that most 
dangerous animal: man. Ragnar Benson, well 
known as the author of Survival Poaching, has 
based this gut-wrenching book on his own per¬ 
sonal mantrapping experiences while on spe¬ 
cial assignments in Asia, Africa, North and 
South America, and Cuba. You have to see this 
one to believe it! Reveals over a dozen different 
traps specifically designed to catch and kill 
humans. Illustrated with detailed line draw¬ 
ings covering such mantraps as the Malaysian 
Hawk, the Andes Mountain Trail Trap, the 
Sheepeater's Rock Fall, and the Cuban Water 
Trap. Survivalists can use these sytems to help 
protect their retreats. As Benson says: "To 
know how to trap your enemy is to know how 
to avoid being trapped yourself." Each trap is 
constructed with primitive materials and tools. 
Includes a special chapter on the philosophy of 
mantrapping. 7 x 8!4, softcover, 15 chapters, 
illus., 88 pp. 

ISBN 0-87364-215-5 $8.00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 1 

The first complete set of working machi¬ 
nist's drawings showing step-by-step construc¬ 


tion of three different firearm silencers! All 
drawings are done to scale, and are of abso¬ 
lutely superb quality. Over 50 9" x 12" machi¬ 
nist's drawings are presented. This beautiful 
large-format edition clearly details all con¬ 
struction and operation procedures for a smg 
silencer, a pistol silencer, and a simplified smg 
expedient silencer. Without doubt, these are 
the highest quality, most precise silencer de¬ 
signs available anywhere at any price. Com¬ 
pare and see for yourself. 

Historians will recall that the famed 
Du'ch underground armorers of WWII fabri- 
ca f ed many silenced weapons for their behind- 
the-lines ops against the Nazis. If our own 
nation is ever invaded in the future, silenced 
firearms will certainly play an important role 
in resisting the enemy. Of course, Paladin Press 
unconditionally guarantees your satisfaction 
with this intriguing, all new book. WARNING: 
severe state and federal regulations outlaw the 
possession of silencers unless an appropriate 
license is obtained. Home Workshop Silencers 
l is for reference and historical purposes only. 

Be warned! 9x12, softcover, illus., 72 pp. 

ISBN 0-87364-193-0 $12.00 

Obviously, such titles 
indicate the presence among us 
of readers who play in a differ¬ 
ent league than those who merely 
worry about having enough to eat 
in a crisis situation. One local 
survivalist - one who chose not 
to be identified - concedes that 
many survivalists operate in a 
panic psychology and run the 
risk of being labled "paranoid." 

"You do have an element 


in society that is storing food 
and guns on a panic basis," he 
says. "One fellow I know has a 
case of hand grenades. You can 
bet he doesn't plan on using those 
to go quail hunting. His atti¬ 
tude is that the world is going 
to hell in a handbasket and he 
wants to protect his family." 

And how about whether its 
worth it to merely "survive?" 

Many doubt whether those 
actually storing weapons for sur¬ 
vival would really be enabled to 
live "off the land" foj: any ap¬ 
preciable time. Says 5ne local 
source:"Many people think they're 
okay because they have a half a 
beef in their freezer. Well, if 
your power goes out that's going 
to last maybe two or three_days. 
There are few people able to go 
out and take down an elk or even 
a cow and then know what to do 
with it...You send hungry people 
out into the fields trying to 
shoot anything they can, it 
wouldn't take long to wipe out 
the game in this area. It would 
take about one weekend of hungry 
people fishing seriously because 
they're starving and the streams 
would be fished out. These 
streams are planted and when that 
stopped and people began netting 
fish and taking as many as they 
wanted because Fish and Game 
wouldn't be around to stop anyone, 
then it wouldn't take long (for 
the fish population to be de¬ 
pleted. ) " 
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So with little potential 
food on which to train their gun . 
sights, what would all these 
would-be survivalists do with the 
weaponry? The increasing num¬ 
bers of terrorist groups with 
sophisticated stashes of guns 
alarms even those who say they 
keep guns for self protection. 
Says one such local survivalist: 
"It's alarming to consider how 
many groups like the KKK or ter¬ 
rorists have large supplies of 
weapons. And in an emergency 


situation just the average guy 
with a gun may panic and start 
shooting at his neighbors be¬ 
cause he thinks they're raiding 
his watermelon patch. Paranoia 
sets in." 

And it appear that guns 
of all variety are readily a- 
vailable. Says one Owens Valley 
man knowledgable in the gun 
trade: "Machine guns are reg¬ 

istered with the Bureau of Al¬ 
cohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(BATF) and in order to deal in 
automatic weapons a dealer must 



have a class III license. How¬ 
ever, it's possible to buy a 
$30 adapter to turn a (legal) 
semi-automatic weapon into an 
(illegal) automatic weapon... 

The average guy, if he knew who 
to ask, could buy a machine 
gun within a 24 hour period of 
time on the black market. His 
biggest problem would be prov¬ 
ing he's not an undercover 
agent with the BATF." 

But apparently, while 
there are a few locally who know 
their way around the survival 
equipment trade, it cannot be 
said here that it is "big 
business." One Bishop couple 
recently started a business out 
of their home, advertising 
"Longterm storage food, survival 
firearms, assault rifles, shot¬ 
guns, handguns and ammo." How¬ 
ever, they soon discovered that 
not many in Inyo-Mono shared 
their enthusiasm for such items 
and said they "didn't sell much 
of anything." Apparently Owens 
Valley survivalists do not 
trade locally when doing their 
stockpiling. Like many others, 
the Bishop couple was retiscent 
to talk about their survival 
activities. "Not a lot of 
people like to broadcast they're 
into things like this," said the 
proprietor. "We like to keep a 
low profile and keep things 
fairly quiet." 
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AT LAST 

AN ARREST IN THE 
BILL THORNBURGH 
MURDER CASE 

BUT THE CASE HIGHLIGHTS PRESSURE 
IN THE COUNTY'S CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE SYSTEM... 

by Benett Kessler 

With the arrest of Steve Wilson, long 
sought for the shooting death of rancher Bill 
Thornburgh, new pressures on the Inyo County 
justice system surfaced - pressures constantly 
building in a system which will have faced at 
least three major, time consuming murder cases 
within a year’s time. And, too, the sheriff's 
men, the district attorney and the public de¬ 
fender grow evermore sensitive to news cover¬ 
age of crime and its potential to precipitate 
changes of venue in any large criminal action. 
Wilson's arrival in Inyo County seems now to 
have created an atmosphere of closed-mouth 
nervousness among law enforcement people, and 
also a reluctance even to talk about any spe¬ 
cific details of the case. 

Before Wilson's manacled return to Inyo, 
District Attorney Buck Gibbons already was con¬ 
testing a change of venue motion, one filed by 
Public Defender Dean Stout in another murder 

continued next page 



The victim and the suspect: above, Olancha rancher Bill Thornburgh 
about a year before his death; at right, suspect and former son-in- 
law Steve Wilson as he was brought into Inyo County Jail after 
waiving extraditiorf from Nevada. 



Photos: John Heston Marilyn Fisher 



















case, that against defendant Paul Bacoch. Gib¬ 
bons is all too aware that the costs of both 
prosecution and defense mount staggeringly 
high when an Inyo County case, by change of 
venue, moves to a court out of the county. 

That means a greater expense for the taxpayers, 
and, perhaps bad politics for any prosecutor. 
Something both Gibbons and Judge Don Chapman 
desperately want to avoid in light of the pend¬ 
ing superior court judgeship appointment. Most 
prosecution attorneys also feel that trying a 
case in another jurisdiction makes prosecution 
itself more difficult. And residents of an area 
generally prefer to see justice happen right 
in their own communities, giving them a certain 
say in the judicial process. With all of that 
in mind, Gibbons refused to reveal many details 
about what Wilson has done for two years, where 
he has lived, how he had somehow avoided cap¬ 
ture. In his change of venue motion in the 
other case for Bacoch, Public Defender Stout 
accuses Inyo media of intensive pre-trial 
"publicity" in both the assault case filed a- 
gainst Bacoch and the murder charge against 
his client. 

Now, Stout also represents Wilson, and 
the DA holds the very real concern that Stout 
may try to move the Wilson trial to another 
county, too. All of these factors seem now 
to add up to a media-shy law enforcement. 
Sheriff’s Lieutenant Monte Yancey also balked 
at reporters' questions about Wilson. This is 
a kind of turnaround from the usually press- 
cooperative Yancey. In addition to worries a- 
bout change of venue, Yancey said that infor¬ 
mation about Wilson’s last two fugitive years 
"can be admitted into evidence. If jurors 
hear information that the Judge has not deemed 
admissable," he said,"a mistrial can occur." 


And that left public curiosity about Wilson 
unsated. Yancey did say that Wilson last lived 
in Naples, Florida, where FBI men contacted 
Wilson's girlfriend to learn of his where¬ 
abouts. After successfully evading law en¬ 
forcement for more than two years, Wilson 
finally slipped up: He likes to fish,and as 
he sat fishing in Kodiak, Alaska, he was prob¬ 
ably unconcerned with the fact that he had 
failed to get a fishing license. A game war¬ 
den cited him. In Inyo, Sheriff F-ioyd Barton 
said that Wilson gave the warden an assumed 
name for the citation - But it was a name that 
rang a bell in the warden's mind. Checking 
out fugitive posters, the warden discovered 
the given name among others Wilson had used, 
along with Wilson’s picture. Wilson did give 
the warden his real, bonified address in Flor¬ 
ida; and from that address, FBI men found Wil¬ 
son's girlfriend and managed to get informa¬ 
tion from her. She told them Wilson was head¬ 
ing to Las Vegas. They arrested him there, at 
the airport. Waiving extradition, Wilson re¬ 
turned to Inyo in shackles which bound his 
legs, hands and arms. The time and route of 
Wilson's trip to the Inyo County jail remained 
more or less concealed from news reporters. 

They began to get the message that law en¬ 
forcement wanted to crack down on the flow of 
information. 

Some speculated that this tight secur¬ 
ity stemmed from high-running emotions in the 
Olancha area. Many people there were angry o- 
ver Thornburgh's death and Wilson's subsequent 
flight. And the nature of the Bacoch change of 
venue motion had clearly taken its toll on the 
free flow of communication about the Wilson 
case. Stout had claimed that Inyo news media 
had turned Bacoch into a news "celebrity." In 
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some quarters of the print media, such, claims 
might be marginally justified. Stout made 
strong accusations in his change of venue mo¬ 
tion about "pre-trial publicity.’ Most respon¬ 
sible news reporters do not consider their 
stories as "publicity", but rather a kind of 
duty to keep the public informed about what is 
happening in their community and how tax dol¬ 
lars are spent. But for court costs what has 
"murder" to do with taxes? Many in the legal 
community and media circles view these attacks 
on news coverage with some alarm, aware that 
the public’s right to know may become threat¬ 
ened under the pressure of moving criminal pro¬ 
ceedings out of Inyo County as the result of 
what professionals think of as "routine" re¬ 
porting . 

Then the question arises: Has the re¬ 
porting of recent murder cases amounted to 
"routine" business? Public Defender Stout 
states in the Bacoch change of venue motion 
that "because of the dissemination of poten¬ 
tially prejudicial material, there is a reason¬ 
able likelihood that in the absence of a change 
of venue, that the defendant, Paul William Ba¬ 
coch, cannot receive a fair and impartial 
trial within Inyo County." Stout points to 
several factors which he believes can justify 
a change of venue: the nature and gravity of 
the offense charged, the defendant's standing 
in the community where the crime occurred, the 
comparatively small size of the community, 
"community interest" in the offense charged, 
and the "nature, frequency, timing, and extent 
of any pre-trial publicity concerning the 
case." Stout claims on the public record, that 
Bacoch faced serious allegations, was known for 
being a "drunk and frequently getting involved 
in the criminal justice system as a defendant 
or suspect." He also claimed in his motion that 
of the estimated 6,000 Inyo residents eligible 
for jury service, most of them live in Bishop 
or Big pine. Bacoch has lived in Big Pine for 
a number of years. Stout believes that "there 
has been extensive and prejudicial pre-trial 
-publicity by the press and radio media." The 
"media" categorically deny this - and point to 
far more "sensational" cases. 

Further complicating the issue, in a 
declaration from another attorney, Doug Buchan¬ 
an, even Judge Don Chapman does not escape the 
accusation of creating prejudice among the 
public. Stout included this declaration from 
Buchanan, who once worked as a newsman,in his 
change of venue motion. Buchanan claims that an 
interview of Judge Chapman by Sandy Harrison 
of the Sierra Daily News "implied the guilt of 
the defendant for both crimes." Buchanan says 
that in his opinion, both the Daily News and 
Inyo Register have "reported the developments 
of this case in a manner which implies the 
guilt of the defendant, and have disseminated 
that implication to the same population which 
will be called upon to supply the jurors for 
the defendant's trial." The interview of Chap¬ 
man begins by saying that the Judge was "doing 
some soul-searching" after the stabbing death 
of 17-year-old Robert Bacoch. Reporter Harrison 
quoted Chapman as saying that he then felt it 
reasonable to order the release of Paul Bacoch, 
who at the time faced assault charges in an¬ 
other matter. But sheriff's men later arrested 
Bacoch for the stabbing death of his brother 
Robert while he was free from jail. 

Although some court spokesmen say that 
former Superior Court Judge Verne Summers, not 
Chapman, actually released Bacoch on his own 
recognizance, attorneys claim that Chapman's 
statements of apparent concern about the OR 


release implied that he himself believed Bac¬ 
och may have been guilty of the stabbing,ob¬ 
viously a pre-trial attitude deemed prejudi¬ 
cial. And some said that the newspaper article 
itself also implied guilt by stating: "The 
tragic turn of events in Big Pine Wednesday 
morning obviously raises questions about the 
O.R. process...." Maybe so. News reporters, 
who must almost always get their information 
from police officers or district attorney's 
men, necessarily must remember that those 
same law enforcement people obviously believe 
the defendant did commit a crime. But report¬ 
ers and the public must, in the best of pos¬ 
sible worlds, always assume a neutral view. 

After all, the American justice system 

continued next page 
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Wilson continued 

does presume a defendant to be innocent until 
proven guilty. But does it work in fact and 
application? Defense attorneys adamantly re¬ 
fuse to talk to reporters to give the "other 
side", and then also go after those same re¬ 
porters* stories in an attempt to get a change 
of venue. It’s a precarious relationship - that 
between the legal system, the press, and the 
public. And with an increase in murder cases 
and other crime in the Inyo-Mono area, that re¬ 
lationship grows evermore strained and re¬ 
quiring a better inter-cooperation. News re¬ 
porters, skeptical of the alarms reverberat¬ 
ing out of law enforcement, point to high- 
profile cases in other areas - cases which 
received wide news coverage on radio, tele¬ 
vision, and in newspapers. Knowledge of the 
Hillside Strangler case certainly reached the 
living rooms of thousands of Los Angeles res¬ 
idents, yet no change of venue occurred.Count¬ 
less similar examples are documented through¬ 
out the state. But defense attorneys still 
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want every edge, every gimmick they can get. 

Not always a bad thing. 

Meanwhile, while attorneys routinely 
attack the journalistic habits of Inyo re- 
proters, the taxpayer faces the possibility 
of staggering increases in the price he pays 
for justice. Moving a trial to another area 
raises the cost of prosecution and defense - 
an increase on top of the already high costs 
incurred in conducting lengthy trials right 
here in the county seat. Public Defender Dean 
Stout has refused to talk about the cost of 
one of those trials - the Laird Stankewitz 
murder trial in which the jury rendered the 
death penalty. Jury selection and trial pro¬ 
ceedings stretched out over more than three 
months. Stout says a court order prevents him 
from discussing the expense of that case since 
it might affect any future proceedings. How¬ 
ever, Supervisor Wilma Muth asked County Ad- 
minstrator Mike Hanford about the bill for 
that case during a board meeting. Hanford later 
said that he believed the county had asked the 
state to reimburse Inyo County for a bill of 
around $70,000. Others have estimated that the 
Stankewitz trial exceeded $100,000 in cost. 

But now, the state has money problems too, 
and many wonder if Inyo will ever get paid. 

In past decades, reporters and lawmen 
worked together closely on criminal cases. Re¬ 
porters even rode along in patrol cars to ar¬ 
rest scenes. But in the late 60*s and 70*s, 
newsmen and police backed away from each other 
- although both sought a proper balance of 
justice. Lady Justice, with her blindfold and 
scales and burdened by ever-larger costs, seems 
to be wobbling a bit these days. The public 
grows disillusioned by the legal system and the 
price taxpayers must pay to keep it function¬ 
ing. At the same time, the public is fed up 
with "crime." Those citizens do have a right 
to know what happens in the jails and courts. 

On the other side of the scale, defendants do 
have a right to a fair trial. For Inyo County 
three murder cases have pushed the legal sys¬ 
tem to a near boiling point. Hopefully it will 
not result in a kind of gag on court informa¬ 
tion or the expensive export of criminal 
trials to be held away, outside the hometown 
courts. That would not create a workable 
system either. 
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THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DRAIN 
ON INYO “MONO WATER 


"Los Angeles has long 
acted on the stupid notion that 
it can grow, regardless of the 
costs to any other city or area. 
But California is not helped if 
one part lives only by strangl¬ 
ing and murdering another.” 
Episcopal Vicar Christopher 
Kelley from Bishop drew that 
conclusion in a letter to DWP’s 
Duane Georgeson. But Los Angeles 
planning department officials 
and top DWP personnel do not see 
it that way. 

Assistant Planning Dir¬ 
ector for Los Angeles County, 
Robert Chave, stated that "Our 
sources say we will not run out 
of water. Our supply will still 
be there in the future. And wat¬ 
er is not a determination in lim¬ 
iting development." 

City of Los Angeles Plan¬ 
ning Director Calvin Hamilton 
admitted, "I don 1 1 know much a- 
bout the water situation. Our 
water plan is eight or nine years 
old. It projects substantial 
increases in water consumption 
for the future." But he 3aid 
conservation can help that sit¬ 
uation . 

Which sources feed the 
Planning Department their water 
information? "DWP and the Metro¬ 
politan Water District, mostly," 
said Chave. Jeff Beckerman, an 
urban research associate in the 
L.A . City Planning Department 
and a former worker in the DWP 
forecasting department, said he 
did not know much about the cur¬ 
rent water situation either and 
referred us to DWP. 

While talking with the 
L.A. off ici a ls , one begins to 
get the feeling that Angelenos 


think water, like the proverbial 
loaves of bread and fishes, will 
forever multiply and flow end¬ 
lessly into the City of Los 
Angeles, and that there is little 
cause for concern or thought. 

Of course, DWP officials give it 
a lot of thought as they nervous¬ 
ly insist, to those who dare ask, 
that their ever growing drain on 
the rest of the state causes no 
problems. 

Of course, Inyo and Mono 
County residents see another 
side of the story as they watch 
the diverted waters of Mono Lake 
and Owens Valley course down the 
aqueduct. To them the problems 
are real. Inyo County DWP cust¬ 
omers say they must pay exorbi¬ 
tant water bills while DWP pumps 
the water out from under their 
property. Growth in these two 
counties pales in the shadow of 
the megalopolis. The watering 
habits of the entire Los Angeles 
County takes its toll on the 
Eastern Sierra - even in areas 
not directly serviced by DWP. 

The Metropolitan Water District 
and DWP are closely allied. 

MWD keeps the pressure on DWP to 
bring in as much Inyo-Mono water 
as possible since DWP has a water 
allotment in MWD. So the more 
DWP gets, the more MWD gets. 

Los Angeles County Assist¬ 
ant Planner Chave says that the 
pressures for growth and develop¬ 
ment are great. "L.A. is after 
all, the sun belt and the Pacific 
rim." He describes planning for 
growth as "guiding growth. We do 
not have a growth limitation 
plan," he says. "But we must 
decide how best to manage it." 
Chave says that growth came to a 


near standstill in L.A. County in 
the 70’s, but housing demands 
present continued pressure. 

"Jobs increased faster than we 
projected. And we do not have 
enough housing. Now there is a 
general tendency for more devel¬ 
opment in centers." He says the 
county has some problems main¬ 
taining services to keep up 
with growth. But rather than 
imposing a ceiling on growth, 

L.A. County planners instead 
talk about a "shift in emphasis." 
Chave says that the county has 
more development proposals fill¬ 
ing in "skipped-over places." 

In the City of Los Angeles 
Planning Department, Director 
Calvin Hamilton says that the 
city does not have a growth plan 
per se, but does have a general 
plan which discusses where and 
how growth should occur. "Growth 
has slowed so much over the past 
five years we haven’t felt the 
need for a growth plan. The 
council has never adopted a 
growth limitation because they 
never felt it made sense. Growth 
has slowed to about 25,000 
people per year." 

While that growth, at 
about one percent, may be con¬ 
sidered slow by L.A. standards, 
it is still more every year than 
the entire population of Inyo 
County. 

Hamilton explained that 
the L.A. general plan calls for 
new growth to occur in 28 desig¬ 
nated centers within the city. 
"These are high density centers 
two to four miles apart. In be¬ 
tween we maintain a lower densi¬ 
ty single family or townhouse 
use." Hamilton believes that the 
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government can take care of pow¬ 
er needs for the next 30 to 40 
years, by increasing conserva¬ 
tion. He did not mention that 
DWP officials have dilligently 
bought into numerous power plants 
in other western states, appar¬ 
ently anticipating some addition¬ 
al future needs. Hamilton did 
not know much about the water 
situation. But he talked about 
conservation and reclamation. 

He mentioned the new Sepulveda 
Sewage Disposal Plant in the San 
Fernando Valley which will start 
full operation within the next 
three years. According to sev¬ 
eral sources, that plant will 
eventually accomodate an addi¬ 
tional million people. 

But what about conserva¬ 
tion? Inyo-Mono residents often 
harbor the image of Angelenos 
transformed into aquatic beings - 
lavishly washing down their 
sidewalks and driveways, watering 
lush shrubbery, plunging into 
swimming pools, filling up re¬ 
flecting ponds and fountains, 
bathing in and guzzling down wat¬ 
er as if it will never run out. 
Members of the Mono Lake Commit¬ 
tee have calculated that con¬ 
servation by Los Angeles resi¬ 
dents could eliminate the need 
to divert water away from Mono 
Lake. But during a recent tel¬ 
evision interview, DWP's Duane 
Georgeson reportedly commented 
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that DWP cannot force people to 
conserve water. He remarked to 
the effect that maybe officials 
could force conservation in com¬ 
munist Poland, but not here. 

Another L.A. City Planner, 
Jeff Beckerman, specializes in 
demographics. He talked about 
the Los Angeles population count 
itself. He feels the official 
1980 census of 2,966,000 for L.A. 
leaves out a large number of 
people - "undocumented citizens 
and legal citizens." Considering 
all that and making his best 
guess, Beckerman estimates a 
possible three and a half million 
in the city. He sees a one per¬ 
cent projected growth rate an¬ 
nually through the year 2000. But 
Beckerman pointed out that in¬ 
accuracy does exist in this fig¬ 
uring. He said the planning de¬ 
partment divides the city into 
35 planning areas and in October 
1979 some of those areas had al¬ 
ready exceeded the growth pre¬ 
dictions for the year 2000. Ad¬ 
mitted Beckerman, "Those of us in 
the forecasting business who 
like to be honest know that these 
projections are just that - pro¬ 
jections - and they are never 
accurate; they must be constantly 
updated." 

In spite of inaccuracies, 
Beckerman believes that growth in 
L.A. has slowed down because of 
economic problems and a lower 


birth rate. He comments with a 
bureaucratic flair that "the 
entire fertility function is 
falling." Egads. 

Some say L.A.'s official 
water projections are failing. 
Beckerman did not know much about 
that. But he did say, "Drought 
and population seem to be the two 
major factors in water predic¬ 
tions. We're a hydro-poor city. 
We have to import most of what 
we have and of couse the city is 
involved in litigation with Inyo 
and Mono Counties, which will 
only serve to eliminate the over¬ 
all amount of water available." 
Attorneys representing Inyo and 
Mono clients in those lawsuits 
will no doubt appreciate Beck- 
erman's belief that the litiga¬ 
tion will eliminate water avail¬ 
able to L.A. 

The words of the L.A. 
planners reveal the pressures on 
DWP officials. Although the 
galloping growth of the 60's has 
slowed down to a more modest 
canter, the true growth in Los 
Angeles has in many cases ex¬ 
ceeded projections. And who's 
to say what the future will 
bring? DWP's Bruce Kuebler says 
the department projects a total 
usage of 612,000 acre feet of 
water for the year 2000, give or 
take a few thousand. But during 

continued on page 23 
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COLUMNIST PAUL PAYNE TAKES THE RIGHT WING VIEW THAT 
THE WORKING WIFE AND MOTHER IS TO BLAME FUR MOST OF 
SOCIETY'S ILLS. FOR BENETT KESSLER'S REPLY, SEE P.24 



Paul 

Payne 


These right-handed thoughts are prompted 
by the report of an interview with Matma Horner, 
president of Radcliff College since 1972, and a 
psychologist who has taught at both Harvard and 
the University of Michigan, published in a recent 
issue of U.s. News and World Report. The subject 
of the interview related to the problems, mainly 
emotional, of the working and career woman ana 
the so-callea "duties" of the businesses who 
employ them. 

Women of the Western civilizations have, 
for many centuries, been held in much higher es¬ 
teem and treated with greater respect and con¬ 
cern than those cf other localities. This is 
basically due to the teachings of Judec-Christ- 
ian philosophies, although certain older cul¬ 
tures are recorded as having held their women 
in much higher esteem than that of mere slaves. 

Since the industrial buildup leading to 
World War II, women have been moving from the 
home into industry and commerce in ever greater 
numbers. Inflation of our money has been in¬ 
creasing at an ever faster pace. As inflation 
increased, the greater the need of a "second 
income" has become has become necessary to 
support the family's established standard of 
living. Even this added income has not, in 
most cases, been adequate to maintain the stan¬ 
dard . 

As the homemaker and mother has moved 
out of the house and the "hireling" moved in to 
fill that rcle, we have seen a staggering in¬ 
crease in juvenile crime, emotional distress 
in both women and children, and an ever increas¬ 
ing divorce rate. The real sufferers have been 
the children. This is not to say that the 
husband dees not suffer emotional trauma also. 
However, it is usually much easier for the adults 
to adjust to such situations than the children. 

The children of this generation will be 
the adults of the next. What will lives be like 
if they have not learned to give ana receive 
parental love? If they have not been taught to 
respect the rights and property of others? If 


uney have not been taught the duties, responsi¬ 
bilities, relationships* love, affections and 
loyalties that are to exist between husbanc and 
wife? Are we raising a generation of barbarians 
who will know nothing but murder, robbery, rape 
and sexual license? Will the greatest experience 
of their lives be to get a "high" cn some drug? 

We are now experiencing seme of these 
happenings in our beautiful, sedate and conser¬ 
vative Inyo County. Those of us who are close to 
the problems are past the point of concern and 
have reached the state of alarm. 

Regardless of the views of many in our 
modern society, women's emotional neeas are 
best satisfied by assuming the role of house¬ 
wife and mother. Her power and influence on the 
world car. be greater than almost any other power. 
Even atomic power cannot equal it. It has been 
said, "The hand that rocks the cradle rules the 
world." What could be a greater reward? 

If we are to build a better world, we must 
start it and lay its foundation in and with the 
nome, with both the father and mother filling and 
setting an example of their respective roles. 
r atter as the head of the home and the provider; 
mother as father's helper ana companion, mother 
and teacher of the children. Where can there be 
a more important job? Is there a greater reward 
than overseeing and watching our children grew 
and develop into adulthooc, honored arc respected 
by their peers? 

Think abcut itl 
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News Briefs continued 

Park descended en masse on the courthouse re¬ 
cently. Those in the audience detected a real 
and desperate fear in those residents that they 
might lose their homes. 

That fear emerged when the supervisors 
started talking about the possibility of turn¬ 
ing over county-run parks to private enterprise. 
The board made no decisions to do that, but may 
in the future. They say the county has big 
money problems and must cut back somewhere. 

The elderly residents of the Tecopa 
park say if private enterprise runs the park, 
rent will skyrocket and that will price most 
older people out of a home. One ten-year resi¬ 
dent of the park, 74-year-old Maury Rubenstein, 
fairly pleaded with the supervisors not to drop 
the park out of county hands. He told of men 
and women barely living on as little as $200 a 
month. He said some of those face further re¬ 
ductions in their income because of federal 
cutbacks. Rubenstein, who ran the L.A. Times 
presses for years, said he developed a health 
problem and moved to Tecopa, in part, for what 
he feels are the healing benefits of the hot 
springs. He insists that if the older people 
who live at the park are forced out many would 
go to resthomes or hospitals. 

Supervisor Bob Bremmer stood up for the 
Tecopa people. He pointed out that the Tecopa 
park residents have paid a fee for a long time, 
while the rest of the county parks get a free 
I ride. He advocates what the rest of the 
! board has refused to do: Implementation of 

user fees at places like Diaz Lake and Millpond. 

The elderly of Tecopa-Shoshone, many of 
j whom say they want the park to be their last 
! home, wait to see what the government will do. 
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continued from page 17 

the 1980-81 year the city used 
617,000 acre feet. Kuebler says 
that year was M clearly an unusual 
one due to the dry winter and the 
extremely hot june . " Kuebler ad¬ 
mits that it all depends on 
weather, population and conser¬ 
vation. And the Department of 
Water and Power, largely a self- 
styled and autonomous entity, 
bears the task of keeping wealthy 
developers and politicians well 
watered. Kuebler says that the 
current per capita water con¬ 
sumption amounts to 183 gallons 
per person per day. He says DWP 
believed the per capita use 
might decline with the building 
of more condominiums, townhouses 
and apartments with their fewer 
lawns and gardens. But L.A. 
residents, too, need a little 
green space. They have managed 
to keep "open space areas" in 
many developments, areas with 
lawns, streams and ponds. And so 
the per capita consumption has 
not dropped as DWP thought it 
might. 

But Kuebler says that 
L.A.’s per capita use remains 
about the same as many other 
metropolitan areas. DWP has 
long insisted that Inyo County 
consumes water to the tune of 
more than 1,000 gallons per cap¬ 
ita per day. The State Water 
Atlas prepared in 1978-79 shows 
Owens Valley uses towering above 
all others in the state. The 
officials that prepared that 
atlas got their figures from DWP. 
They neglected to find out that 
DWP figures Owens Valley useage 
by calculating total water use- 
age, including water that goes 
through the fish hatcheries and 
town water systems and into the 
aqueduct. DWP also includes all 
the water that tourists consume, 
but uses only the population of 
In-yo County towns in determining 
the per capita figure. 

DWP officials do not hes¬ 
itate to use figures to support 
their case, regardless of the 
truth. Referring once more to 
Father Kelley’s letter to Duane 
Georgeson: "...An official 
spokesman for your outfit, being 
questioned about cleverly mis¬ 
leading use of data about Mono 
Lake stated categorically, ’It 
is not immoral to mislead the 
public.' He was saying that if 
DWP publishes something mis¬ 
leading, it is the people’s 
problem to uncover the truth." 

In spite of "predictions" by 
L.A. planning officials of slow 
growth and static water use, the 
truth is those L.A. officials 
do not really know what the fut¬ 
ure will demand in growth and 
water. One thing they do know: 
They will not take any steps to 
halt development or the need for 
more and iftore water. 
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POLITICAL FIRES ARE HEATING UP IN INYO-MONO / DWP 
OFFICIALS DOWNPLAY PUMPING DAMAGE / EVOLUTION VS. 
CREATION...AGAIN 



Benett 

Kessler 


IT REMINDS ONE of those people who in¬ 
sist the holocaust in Germany never happened... 
DWP's Duane Georgeson on television proclaim¬ 
ing that more sea gulls than ever before grace 
the islets of Mono Lake...a lake, he says, not 
in any danger. Does DWP have studies to prove 
that? 

Of course not. But then the DWIP seems 
a bit nervous lately. They keep insisting no¬ 
thing is wrong now nor will ever get worse. A 
And in a recent legal document prepared by DWP 
on the groundwater ordinance case, attorney Ed 
Schlotman says that the groundwater conditions 
in Owens Valley remain "substantially similar 
to the conditions before pumping began." Aw, 
come on now, Ed. DWP officils have even ad¬ 
mitted to some residents that the groundwater 
table has dropped 45 feet in some areas. But 
then maybe DWP has decided to adopt the tact 
of insisting nothing is wrong, thus forcing 
Inyo and Mono Counties into more legal fights, 
the truth be damned. 

But we hear from Sacramento sources that 
more and more officials there believe the Inyo- 
Mono version of the truth. And some have deep 
concerns about the future quality of life in 
these two counties... concerns that may turn into 
some action soon. 

******** 

ELSEWHERE IN THESE PAGES, columnist 
Paul Payne is up to his old male dominance 
theme again. But since he's so cute', I'll be 
big about this. I, who am obviously not the 
homebody type, will let him get by with it in 
my publication. 

******** 

POLITICS ARE STARTING TO HEAT UP a bit 
in Mono and Inyo. Behind-the-scenes talk says 
more than one aspiring candidate will take a 
shot at E.L. Maner's supervisorial seat in the 
Mammoth Fifth District. We hear Maner will 
run again, as will Supervisor Bob Stanford. 

The appointed Mike Jencks says he, too, 
will throw himself on the mercy of the popular 
vote. Rumor indicates he may have a challenger. 
In Inyo County, Supervisors Lefty Irwin and 
Wilma Muth come up for election. Muth has in¬ 
dicated several times she's had it with public 
office. Muth, well-educated on the issues and 
quick thinking, appears more than frustrated 
with some of her colleagues at times. She de¬ 
lighted the supervisorial audience one day by 
calling supervisors P.D. Cook and Lefty Irwin 
"dumbells." We also hear that at least three 
people may want to try for Muth's seat. 

A number of sources tell us Rich 


Camilieri, Carl Lind and Ellen Hardebeck have 
spent time considering going for Muth's seat. 

Some also mentioned Moe Jacobson, but he says 
that's absolutely not true. 

Irwin says he will seek another term but 
says he will serve no more than two terms or 
eight years. Lefty adds that he expects Muth 
to endorse him. 

Although most expect Fred Coburn to 
succeed Sheriff Floyd Barton, who will not run 
again, informed sources say someone within the 
sheriff's office will make a serious bid for 
that coveted position. 

##*##### 

THE SCOPES MONKEY TRIAL REVISITED? 

That's what some people thought when they heard 
that a group of Bishop people want to go into 
local schools to present another view on how 
life came to exist on earth, and how man in 
particular came to be. 

Dave Babb, a Bishop resident and DWP 
biologist, says he belongs to the Creation 
Research Institute of San Diego, a group 
delving into the possibility that life came 
about in ways other than evolution. Babb says 
he and other residents have formed an outreach 
of that institute. He says years ago,schools 
taught only creationism, not evolution. Now 
the pendulum has swung the other way. Babb 
says he and others only want students to con¬ 
sider the possibility of both theories. 

The biologist told us that new scientif¬ 
ic evidence shows the straight evolution ap¬ 
proach does not always hold up. And he said 
that although the creation research group does 
not affiliate with any particular church, crea¬ 
tion as presented in the Bible does come up as 
an alternative. 

But Babb admits some parents and school 
board members get upset when they hear about 
this idea, conjuring up visions of the famous 
Scopes Monkey Trial which pitted Darwin's 
theory of evolution against Genesis. 

Babb and others plan to visit a local 
high school physics class around the first of 
the year, just to present their views. "It's 
not religion," he says, "although the Bible 
version does come up as an obvious alternative 
in some way." 

******** 

...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY . . . 

Sincerely , 
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It may be true, what some people are saying these 
tmas isn't what it used to be." And with a sigh of 
resignation, they shop, hustle about, plan parties 
and worry about whether maybe this year at least 
•11 have a "good" Christmas and whether, somehow, th 
e to recreate the good feelings they experienced 
somewhere back in the long ago - in the "good old 
won't find good feelings mixed with the good 
ins in the marketplace; and there is little spiritua 
in merely overeating and overdrinking. And (worse 1 
seems always to increase while the fun and good feel 
decrease. All the old warmth cf a better day 
o have gone out of it. 

It need not be that way. We can rekindle the old 
eturn to old feelings means a return to old 
tudes - ideas like real brotherhood, real charity ba 
net price, tolerance of others, things like that. 
And prayer, a sense of real worship that goes beyo 
rd piety and the observance of empty forms. 

You can count cn it; it's still there, that feelin 
love and real Christmas. You can find it again - i 
heart. You can make your Christmas merrier. 

And we hope you do. Merry Christmas, everyone! 
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